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DRY AND WET HANDS

MAKE FALSE TA

A couple of years ago some auditors were solving high TA

problems by putting hand cream on the pc's hands when they

were calloused and talcum powder on a pc's hands when they

were too wet. Since no research had been done they were

censured.

Research has now been done on this matter of dry and wet hands.

Apparently when a person has taken certain medicines or

chemicals, or uses detergent soaps or is in contact with

certain chemicals (such as those in some furniture

polishes) the ordinary skin oils vanish. These oils are

needed to make an electrical contact with the cans.

When these oils are absent, there is no adequate electrical

contact and the "TA is High".

When a person is deficient in certain minerals or vitamins

such as magnesium or B complex, his hands can be

excessively wet.

Either of these two conditions in hands or feet can produce

an incorrect TA position.

The dry condition produces a false high TA.

The overly wet condition produces a false low TA.

The TA depends on normally moist hands. This does not mean

the meter works on "sweat". It does mean the meter works

only when there is a correct electrical contact.

Too much and too greasy hand cream could produce too low a TA.

Too much powder or drier could produce too high a TA.

Therefore one must not go to extremes.

DRY HANDS

The excessively "dry" hand is seen as shiny or polished

looking. It feels very dry.

The correct treatment is to use a "vanishing cream"

(obtainable from any cosmetics store) not a greasy hand cream.

The "vanishing cream" is so called because it rubs all the

way into the skin and leaves no excess grease.

This restores normal electrical contact.

There are many such creams. It makes no difference which is

used so long as it vanishes into the skin.

It is doubtful if it would have to be applied more than

once—at session start—as it lasts for a long while.

This would apply to some footplate cases as well (whose

hands are defective or too heavily calloused).

If a cream leaves smears on a can, it is too heavily

applied or too little absorbed.

Vanishing type cream is usually smeared on, rubbed in and

can then be thoroughly wiped off. The hands (or feet) will

usually produce, then, a normal TA and meter response.

WET HANDS

Anti-perspirants can be applied to too wet hands. There are

many brands of these, often a powder or spray.

It can be wiped off after application and should work for

two or three hours.

It can be applied to hands or feet (for footplates).

If the TA then goes too high, use vanishing cream on top of it.

SUMMARY

While much work could be done still, the above is enough

for a practical result.

WARNING

Hi TAs and Lo TAs do not widely F/N. If you are getting

wide persistent F/N with the TA too high (above 3) or too

low (below 2) you have a pc whose hands are too dry or too wet.

Using this HCO B should correct it and in future sessions

you should continue the remedy on that pc.

NOTHING in this HCO B excuses the misreading or falsifying

of a TA. Get the TA in normal range with this HCO B before

you start calling processes ended.

C/S 53 RF and the False TA Checklist HCO B 29 Feb 1 972R,

Revised 23 Nov 73, are your tools for handling too high and

too low TAs.

The only other conditions I know of that make an auditor

mess up a pc's TA are: (a) A discharged meter (registers high).

(b) An incorrectly set meter by trim button.

(c) A "fleeting F/N" where the pc F/Ns so briefly the

auditor misses it and overruns.

(d) Bad TRs.

(e) Unflat processes.

(f) Overrun processes.

(g) Heavy drugs or medicines.

False TA often comes to light when the auditor runs out of

reasons it is high or low and it dawns on him that he is

dealing with false TA. In the latter case he should know

all MATERIALS ON THIS SUBJECT OF FALSE TA (given on HCO B

29 Feb 1972R, Revised 23 Nov 73, as references) AND REMEDY

THE FALSE TA SITUATION AND THEN RESUME NORMAL AUDITING. 

He must not go on calling high or low TA F/Ns just by 

assuming the TA is false.

Given a contact the meter always tells the truth.
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